Last week, Tanashi Highschool students conducted
their annual Road Race in Showa Kinen Park. With a 6km
run for girls and a 9km run for boys, the day was certain to
be a long one. As the students slowly gathered, me and my
co-JET took the chance to ask students about the day ahead.
The more athletically inclined students had a confident and
positive outlook on the race. Yet most students were anxious
and not looking forward to it. As someone who hated the
cardio courses in my high school, I understood their
sentiment. Nevertheless, the students begrudgingly walked

to the starting line after the opening ceremony.




[ was assigned to stand at a checkpoint nearing the
end of the track. Although I couldn’t be at the finish line to
congratulate those who finished, I looked forward to
cheering on the students as they powered through the final
stretch of the race. As expected, those who were in sports
clubs zoomed past my checkpoint with the rest of the
students trailing behind. I was expecting most of them to
not try to push themselves after hearing their dread
beforehand. Making me genuinely surprised and impressed
when the same students approached my checkpoint, out of
breath and in
visible
discomfort, still
running. Of
course there

WEre some

people walking

towards the end, but I am glad to say that they weren’t the



majority.

One of the reasons for this is how they ran in their friend
groups as they encouraged each other to keep going. When
one fell behind, they would all fall behind. On the other
hand, when one sped up, they all sped up. “Nothing brings
people closer together then shared suffering” (Francine
Rivers). This sense of unity was a heartwarming sight to see.
As the final student crossed the finish line, the Road
Race came to a close. Medals were handed out to the ten

boys and ten girls who finished first. Congratulations to



those people! Your efforts are well recognized! Although
only twenty medals were handed out, for the others who
were willing to push past discomfort and run, be proud!
You've done an admirable feat and proven that you can
discipline and overcome yourself. Thank you all for putting

your best selves forward that day and I hope you all continue

to do so every day of your lives.
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